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About This Book 

 
One Thousand White Women begins with May Dodd's journey west into the unknown. A government 
program, in which women are brought west as brides for the Cheyenne, is her vehicle. What follows is the 
story of May's adventures: her marriage to Little Wolf, chief of the Cheyenne nation, and her conflict of 
being caught between two worlds, loving two men, living two lives. Jim Fergus has so vividly depicted the 
American West that it is as if these diaries are a capsule in time. 
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About the Author 
 
Jim Fergus is field editor and monthly columnist for Sports and Field magazine and also writes a monthly 
feature on the AllOutdoors.com web site. His work has appeared in numerous national magazines and 
newspapers, and he is the author of the nonfiction book A Hunter's Road. He lives in northern Colorado. 
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Discussion Questions 
 

1. One Thousand White Women was written by a man, but in a woman's point of view. Did you find this 
convincing? 

2. In 1875, rebellious or unorthodox women were sometimes considered "hysterical" or insane. Is this still 
true in some circumstances today? 

3. Does May Dodd remind you of a modern-day woman? 

4. What would be today's equivalent of traveling west to an unknown part of the country with a group of 
strangers? 

5. Did you feel the Native Americans were accurately portrayed in the novel? 

6. If the "Brides for Indians" program were actually put into effect in 1875, do you feel it would have been 
effective? 

7. What circumstances would prompt you to undergo a journey like the one May Dodd took? 

8. Do you consider One Thousand White Women a tragic story? If so, why? If not, why not? 

9. Of the supporting female characters, who did you find the most likeable? 

10. Were any of May Dodd's actions unsympathetic? Would you find it difficult to leave your children 
behind in order to escape a horrendous situation? 

 

From: http://www.litlovers.com 
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Resources for additional information about book discussion choices and authors: 

Books & Authors  (Access through links to MeL Databases on Library’s webpage.) 
http://bna.galegroup.com/bna/ 
 
LitLovers.com 
www.litlovers.com 
 
Overbooked.com 
http://www.overbooked.com 
 
Penguin.com (USA) 
http://www.us.penguingroup.com/static/pages/bookclubs/index.html 
 
Reading Group Center 
http://reading-group-center.knopfdoubleday.com  
 
Reading Group Guides 
http://www.readinggroupguides.com 

  
  
Suggested print resources: 
 
The Book Club Companion: A Comprehensive Guide to the Reading Group Experience 
 Diana Loevy   
 374.22 Loevy 2006 
  
The Book Group Book: A Thoughtful Guide to Forming and Enjoying a Stimulating Book Discussion 
Group 
 Ellen Slezak (editor) 
 374.22 Book 2000 
  
Good Books Lately: The One-Stop Resource for Book Groups and Other Greedy Readers 
 Ellen Moore and Kira Stevens 
 374.22 Moore 2004 
  
Read It and Eat: A Month-by-Month Guide to Scintillating Book Club Selections and Mouthwatering 
Menus 
 Sarah Gardner 
 028.9 Gardner 2005 
  
The Reading Group Handbook: Everything You Need to Know, From Choosing Members to Leading 
Discussions 
 Rachel W. Jacobsohn 
 374.22 Jacobsohn 1994 
  
What Do I Read Next?  (Multi-volume set, annual editions) 
 Gale Research Inc. 
 R 016.813 What   

         


